
   

 

                             REPORT TO SCHOOLS FORUM 

 

          7 July 2022 
 

TITLE OF REPORT: Schools Balances 2021/22 

 
 

Purpose of the Report  

 
1. To update the Schools Forum on the movement of school balances for the financial 

year 2021/22 and the number of schools in a deficit position at the end of the 
financial year. 

 
Background  

  

2. As part of the Council’s responsibilities for the management and good financial 
practice of maintained schools, the balances held by each individual school, the 

movement (increase or decrease in balances) and the number of schools with a 
deficit balance for the financial year will be brought to the attention of Schools 
Forum to note.  

 
3. This information is also reported to the Strategic Director, Resources and Digital 

and the Service Director, Education, Schools and Inclusion. 
 
Balances  

 
4. At the 31 March 2021 maintained schools held total revenue balances of £8.91m 

and eleven schools had a deficit balance amounting to £0.97m.  
 

5. At the 31 March 2022 maintained school balances increased by £0.031m to 

£8.94m. 
 

6. Seventeen schools were in a deficit position at the end of 2021/22 totalling £1.14m, 
an increase from £0.97m. Four of these schools are closed academy convertors 
with small balances due to pay award transactions which will be delt with during 

2022/23. There are five new schools in deficit, four schools are out of deficit and 
four schools increased their deficits. The Council will continue to work with the 

schools on their deficit recovery plans. 
 

7. These balances consist of all revenue funding streams including schools’ individual 

budgets, government grants and any income received by the school. 
 

8. The detail of the individual balances and the in-year movement is contained in 
Appendix 1. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 



   

 

Proposal 

 

9. That Schools Forum notes: 

 Schools balances have increased from £8.91m at 31 March 2021 to £8.94m 
at 31 March 2022, an increase of £0.031m. 

 The number of schools with a deficit balance has increased by five to 17 (4 
of which are closed schools). 

 There has been an increase in the value of the total deficits held by schools 
by £0.17m to £1.14m. 

 
Recommendation 
 

10. It is recommended that Schools Forum notes: - 
 

 The value of maintained school balances and the in-year increase of balances by 
£0.031m to the year-end value of £8.94m. 

 The number of schools with a deficit balance at the end of 2021/22.  

 The increase in the value of deficit balances at the end of 2021/22. 
 

 
For the following reason(s): 

 

 To ensure that the year-end financial position is brought to the attention of Schools 
Forum.  

 

 
CONTACT:  Carole Smith ext. 2747 
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